Writing Sentences - 
Our Approach at HJS
Dear Parents, 
The following information booklet has been provided for you so that you are aware our approach to writing different types of sentence at Hamstead Junior School.

Below you find all the information you need : the sentence types we teach, when we teach them and examples of each type of sentence.

Each new type of sentence is introduced to the pupils at the appropriate time, taking into account their level of success with previous types of sentence learnt. We also encourage the use of powerful vocabulary in all sentence types in order to make them interesting to read. 

We hope you find the information useful and appreciate any further support with Writing that you can provide at home for your child. 
	Year Group
	Sentence types taught

	3
	· Simple

· Compound

· Complex (Starting with a conjunction)

· B – Adverb 

	4
	Reinforce all of the above, plus :

· B – With/Without

· B – Feeling

· Highly complex (with ‘who’ or ‘which’)

	5
	Reinforce all of the above, plus :

· B – Preposition

· B – ‘Ing’ verb

· Highly complex (subordinate clause beginning with an ‘ing’ verb) and varying the punctuation.

	6
	Reinforce all of the above, plus :

· BB sentences.


YEAR 3

SIMPLE SENTENCES

A simple sentence is a short sentence in which only one ‘thing’ (action) occurs. There is one VERB (doing word) in a simple sentence. There is no conjunction (joining word). 
They are often used to create tension or at the beginning of paragraphs in information writing.
e.g. Jack stopped for a moment.

      The water in the widest bowl evaporated quickly.

*Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem on a donkey. (This is a simple sentence, despite the word ‘and’ being used; the word ‘and’ joins two people, not two verbs (actions), and so this means the sentence is simple).
COMPOUND SENTENCES

A compound sentence is longer and contains two or more actions (verbs). 
The actions are joined IN THE MIDDLE using a conjunction (see the ‘Conjunctions Mat’ at the end of this booklet for examples). 
Please note that words like ‘is’, ‘are’ ‘was’, ‘were’, ‘has’ and ‘had’ are all VERBS (actions). 
e.g. The car rolled down the hill and crashed into the wall.

      The boy managed to climb the ladder, even though he had broken his leg.

      Greendale Primary School has three large playgrounds, whereas Hamstead Junior School only has two.

     James Peterson finally managed to conquer Everest when he was fifty years of age.

COMPLEX SENTENCES

A complex sentence is similar to a compound sentence, except the conjunction is placed AT THE BEGINNING of the sentence.
The sentence has two parts: the MAIN CLAUSE (the part which makes sense by itself) and the SUBORDINATE CLAUSE (the part that sounds unfinished if it is read by itself). 

The most common conjunctions used at the beginning of a COMPLEX SENTENCE are shown in the ‘conjunctions mat’ at the end of this booklet. 
e.g. Even though the boy had broken his leg, he still managed to climb the ladder and clean the windows.
      When he was ninety years of age, James Peterson finally managed to conquer Everest and become the oldest 

      climber ever to do so.
     If the rain stopped, I would go outside and ride my brand new bicycle.
Children must use the punctuation within the sentence. They must also be taught that the conjunctions ‘And’, ‘But’, ‘Because’ and ‘Or’ are not used at the beginning of complex sentences. The conjunctions ‘As’, ‘When’, ‘While’ and ‘If’ are the most common conjunctions used.
B SENTENCES : Adverb Beginnings
An adverb sentence is one which BEGINS with an adverb (e.g. Suddenly, Occasionally, Usually, Sometimes, Often etc…). The adverb is immediately followed by a comma (this is correct written English). Children should learn that most adverbs end with ‘ly’, but there are many which do not (e.g. Sometimes, Often, Most of the time).
e.g. Usually, the inside of a bone is soft and spongy, whereas the outside is extremely strong.     
      Eventually, the spacecraft disappeared out of sight and Tom was left all alone. 

      Nervously and as silently as we could, we tiptoed along the moonlit corridor and sneaked out through the slightly 

     open door.
     Most of the time, libraries in city centres are closed on Sundays, but smaller libraries may be closed on other days 

     in addition to this. 
YEAR 4
B SENTENCES : ‘With’/‘Without’ Beginning

Start with an adverbial phrase that begins with the word ‘With’ or ‘Without’ :

e.g. 
With a huge grin painted all over his face, Philip skipped across the road and laughed loudly at his joke.


Without a moment to lose, I sped to the door and leapt straight into the car.
B SENTENCES : ‘Feeling’ Beginning

Start with an adverbial phrase that begins with the word ‘Feeling’ :

e.g. 
Feeling excited, I picked up the letter on the floor and ripped open the envelope.

Feeling both nervous and excited at the same time, I picked up the glowing egg and held it up close to my 

             eyes.


Feeling more furious than he had ever felt in his life, the giant stamped his way out of the door and began to 
            descend the beanstalk. 
HIGHLY COMPLEX SENTENCES (Who/Which)
A highly complex sentence is one which contains an embedded clause (with two commas surrounding it). The conjunctions ‘who’ or ‘which’ are often used within the embedded clause. The embedded part is called THE SUBORDINATE CLAUSE (sometimes called a RELATIVE CLAUSE) and the rest of the sentence ‘around’ it is called THE MAIN CLAUSE (because it makes sense by itself). In the highly-complex sentences below, the main clauses are shown in bold. 
e.g. The box, which was quite ordinary-looking, attracted Pandora’s attention like a powerful magnet.

       Lucy, who was an unusually curious girl, opened the mysterious-looking box without fear.

       Chlorine, which is a greenish gas, is then added to the water in order to destroy germs.      

      Helium, which is an extremely light gas, is often used to ‘life’ hot air balloons. 

      Jack, who was trembling violently now, could feel the lion’s breath brushing menacingly against the back of his 
      neck.  


YEAR 5
B SENTENCES : Preposition Beginning

Start the sentence with a preposition (of time or place):

e.g. 
Across the overgrown field, the serpent slowly slithered its way towards the injured rabbit.
Through the darkness of the forest, Annie sprinted at breakneck speed.
In August, people have to pay more for their holidays because it is the weather is at its best. 
B SENTENCES : ‘Ing’ Beginning

Start the sentence with an ‘Ing’ verb:
e.g. 
Trembling violently, John picked up the shiny, brand new coin and dropped it into his pocket.

Breathing heavily, but trying to remain calm, I watched as edged its way past me.

Having considered both sides of the argument, I believe that children should wear a school uniform in 

primary schools. 

HIGHLY COMPLEX SENTENCES (‘Ing’ Verb)
In addition to the highly-complex sentences that pupils learn in Year 4, pupils then learn to use ‘ing’ verbs and a variety of punctuation to vary their HC sentences. 
e.g.       Helium, being an extremely light gas, is often used to ‘lift’ hot air balloons.  
(COMMAS)

Helium (being an extremely light gas) is often used to ‘lift’ hot air balloons. 
(BRACKETS)

Helium - being an extremely light gas - is often used to ‘lift’ hot air balloons. 
(DASHES)
      
Jack, trembling violently, could feel the lion’s breath brushing menacingly against the back of his neck. 

Jack (trembling violently) could feel the lion’s breath brushing menacingly against the back of his neck.


Jack - trembling violently - could feel the lion’s breath brushing menacingly against the back of his neck.

YEAR 6
BB SENTENCES

Combine a pair of different types of beginnings in sensible ways. Make sure each of the beginnings is correctly punctuated. 
e.g. 
Feeling absolutely furious, with her blood almost boiling inside her, Mrs. Landers screwed up the piece of 

paper into a ball and tossed it with disdain into the fire. 
With reflection, having read all of the evidence put before me extremely carefully, I believe that I can only

reach one decision.

Laughing hysterically, with her sides almost splitting, Eve fell to the floor and started to roll about!
By the end of Year 4, pupils should understand these types of sentence and be able to use them in their own writing. They should be able to analyse and evaluate their writing in terms of these sentence types. Pupils should also be able to write these types of sentence with a list (with commas) incorporated into them.





IMPORTANT TEACHING POINT





Remember that a ‘fancy beginning’ can be added to the start of a simple, compound or complex sentence – the latter will require even more precise modelling.





For example:





Sometimes, when a bone is fractured, it can take several months for the body to fully heal. 





With an empty feeling in his heart, as the spacecraft faded into the distance, Tom suddenly felt all alone. 














